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NavigableStrings and comments 

Using filters with tags, attribute values, 
regular expressions and functions 

Extracting links from documents 

Using Soup Strainer to parse just parts 
of a document



The HTML Parse Tree



HTML
Hypertext Markup Language is the standard markup 
language for documents designed to be displayed in a 
web browser.



<html> 

<head> 
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Parsing HTML Content
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Beautiful Soup
Python package for parsing HTML and XML, including 
those with malformed markup such as missing tags.



Beautiful Soup

Mitigates weaknesses of regular 
expressions 

- Global: Forms parse tree of entire 
HTML 

- Relatively simple to use 

- Robust to problems in markup being 
parsed



Demo

Introducing BeautifulSoup 

Parsing HTML using multiple parsers



Demo

Extracting specific page elements with 
Beautiful Soup



Demo

Using find() and findAll() to search for 
and filter elements on an HTML page



Demo

Extracting links from a web page



Demo

Using SoupStrainer to parse a subset 
of a document



Summary

The HTML tree structure 

Getting started with Beautiful Soup 

Understanding tags, attributes, 
NavigableStrings and comments 

Using filters with tags, attribute values, 
regular expressions and functions 

Extracting links from documents 

Using Soup Strainer to parse just parts 
of a document


