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Overview
Defining crawling tasks in classes 
using Spiders 

Extracting logical information using 
items and processors 

Using item loaders to automate data 
extraction 

Chaining data transformations using 
pipelines



How Scrapy Works
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responses 
and extract 
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Spiders
Custom classes where you define custom behavior for 
crawling and parsing pages from a site or group of sites



Implementing Spiders

What to crawl 

URLs to start with are in 
the start_requests() 

method

How to crawl 

Callback function inputs 
web page and outputs 

Items, Requests etc.

How to parse 

Selectors which 
determine which parts of 
web page are processed



Demo

Creating a simple custom spider



Demo

Exploring items using the Scrapy shell



Demo

Working with items to store scraped 
data



Demo
Using item loaders to extract scraped 
content 

Using input and output processors to 
process content in Scrapy item fields



Demo

Using pipelines to transform scraped 
data



Summary
Defining crawling tasks in classes 
using Spiders 

Extracting logical information using 
items and processors 

Using item loaders to automate data 
extraction 

Chaining data transformations using 
pipelines



Related Courses

Web Scraping: Python Data Playbook 

Extracting Data from HTML with 
Beautiful Soup 

Extracting Structured Data from the 
Web Using Scrapy


