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Introduction to Beautiful Soup



Beautiful Soup is a Python library for pulling data out of 
HTML and XML files.

Beautiful Soup



Why Beautiful Soup?

Simple and pythonic

No need to worry about encodings

Multiple parsers



HTML5 LibLXML’s HTML 
Parser

Python’s HTML 
Parser

Types of HTML Parsers



BeautifulSoupComment

NavigableStringTag

Objects in Beautiful Soup



Transitioning from Selenium to Beautiful 
Soup



Why Transition?

Selenium has everything needed to extract info from HTML

Problem - it is slow

Faster to let beautiful soup parse page source
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Demo: Combining Python, Selenium and 
Beautiful Soup to scrape a dynamic 
webpage - Introduction
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Demo: Combining Python, Selenium and 
Beautiful Soup to scrape a dynamic 
webpage - Practical implementation
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Extracting data from a dynamic website

Summary


